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SUBJ: RESPONSIBILITIES OE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER V.N. NOVIKOV 
REE: MOSCOW 5692 

1 . DURING TOUR OE STANKI EXHIBITION APRIL 19 WITH DEPUTY 
PRIME MINISTER V.N. NOVIKOV, DEPUTY MINISTER MACHINE TOOL 
AND INSTRUMENT-MAKING INDUSTRY PROKOPOVICH ADVISED EMBOFF 
THAT NOVIKOV HAD RESPONSIBILITY WITHIN COUNCIL OE MINISTERS EOR 
ALL MACHINERY PRODUCING MINISTRIES. EMBOFF NOTED HIS UNDER- 
STANDING THAT NOVIKOV WAS CHAIRMAN OF COMMISSION FOR FOREIGN 
ECONOMIC QUESTIONS AND ASKED WHETHER NEWLY-NAMED DEPUTY 
PRIME MINISTER ARKHIPOV HAD ASSUMED THIS RESPONSIBILITY. 

(AS REPORTED REFTEL, PRESIDENT OE USSR CHAMBER COMMERCE/INDUSTRY 
BORISOV IMPLIED EARLIER TO EMBOFF THAT THIS WAS CASE.) PROKO- 
POVICH AVOIDED DIRECT ANSWER BUT INDICATED THAT SOME REORGAN- 
IZATION OE RESPONSIBLIITIES WITHIN TOP LEVEL OF COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS HAD RECENTLY TAKEN PLACE. 

2. NOVIKOV WAS ACCOMPANIED DURING TOUR OE STANKI BY MINISTER 
OF GENERAL MACHINE BUILDING S.A. AEANAS YEV, WHO TOOK NOTES ON 
ITEMS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO NOVIKOV. PROKOPOVICH TOLD 
EMBOFF THAT AFANAS YEV'S MINISTRY PRODUCED "WIDE RANGE OF 
MACHINERY," BUT NOT SURPRISINGLY DECLINED TO BE DRAWN OUT OF 
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3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH COMMENTS BY PROKOPOVICH AND BORISOV 
(REFTEL) REGARDING RESPONSIBILITIES OE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTERS 
BY NO MEANS CONCLUSIVE, THEY DO RAISE POSSIBILITY THAT ARKHIPOV'S 
ELEVATION TO DUPUTY PRIME MINISTER STATUS INVOLVED SOME RESHUEELING 
OE RESPONSIBILITIES. SHOULD NOVIKOV NOW BECOME LESS ACTIVE 
IN FOREIGN ECONOMIC RELATIONS AREA, THIS COULD INDICATE THAT 
ARKHIPOV HAS ASSUMED AT LEAST SOME OE HIS PROVIOUS RESPONSIBILITIES 
IN THIS AREA. 
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